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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study on Toponyms in Lamphun Province: Village Names
are: 1) to explore the historical background of village names in Lamphun villages; 2) to
analyze the linguistic features of those village names in terms of structural feature and
semantic feature; and 3) to evaluate the value of toponyms reflecting the geographical,
social and cultural aspects of villages in Lamphun province.

The 587 village names have been reviewed, and it is found that they are
constructed by 1-5 basic word forms. The most frequently-used structure is a 2 word-
combination, consisting of 346 names or 58.94 % of the total. The one-word-village
name consists of one part, the head noun, while the two-word-village name consists of
two parts: head noun and modifying word. The word order is divided into 3 patterns:
“head noun + modifying word”, “head noun + head noun”, and “modifying word +
head noun”. In terms of semantic feature, there are 13 categories of structures, following
the pattern “head noun + antecedent (modifying) word”. The most frequently used
head noun meaning is related to the local geography names. The antecedent or
modifying word can be divided into 15 Categories; the most is related to plant names.
The most popular words of both heads and antecedents are “Pah” (forest), the second
and the rest popular are “Nong” (swamp), “Huay” (brook), “San” (range) and
“Mae” (river) respectively.

The value of typonym is able to reflect the holistic feature of Lamphun province,
including geography, society and cultural aspects. 8 aspects reflected from the value
include: 1) a variety of geography and climates of the province; 2) an abundant source of
flora and fauna; 3) local histories of the province, such as phenomena, important
people, social groups, places, antiques, and the relationship to the central Thai history;
4) folktales and myths naming people, places, events, religions, mysteries, hidden
treasures, and well-known literatures.; 5) ways of life on local jobs and careers, water
management, daily utensils, forest-people relationship, and transportation; 6) beliefs and
social values, including supernatural powers, and principles of naming holy places; 7)
local governance describing assembly and disassembly of community, rebuilding villages,

and community relationships; and finally, 8) community opinions and temperament.



